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Enjoy reading about another action-packed few 
weeks at our school. 
 
Thank you to all the parents, staff, and students 
for their contribution to our school. The sense 
of community is obvious.

Neesha Flint
Principal

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Southern Yamatji Peoples who are the Traditional 
Owners and First People of the land on which we stand. The Nhanhagardi, Wilunyu, Amangu. I 
would like to pay my respect to the Elders past, present and future for they hold the memories, 
the traditions, the culture and hopes of the Southern Yamatji Peoples.

In this issue ...
Page

3 Senior Formal

5 Kindness Culture - It Starts With You

7 Young Writers Collective
School Recycling Shoe Drive

8 Sister School Fundraising Day
Outdoor Education

10 AFL Footy Carnival
Staff News

11 Student News

12 GGS Community News



Senior Formal

Geraldton Grammar students were treated to a 
‘Winter Wonderland’ themed night at the Year 
11 and 12 Ball held in the schools Batavia Hall 
on Saturday 12 March. 

On arrival, students enjoyed mocktails and 
music in the school’s beautiful gardens, 
followed by a 3 course sit down meal, and a DJ. 

Students conducted themselves respectfully 
throughout the evening and it was fantastic to 
see them enjoying themselves.  

Thank you to Let’s Party, Geraldton Party Hire, 
Dalgleish Catering, LMR Photography, 65 
Thirty Events, Staff and Year 12 Parent helpers  
for your support in coordinating the event.  
 
It was a special night!

Photos by LMR Photography
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Kindness Culture - It Starts With You
National Day Against Bullying & Violence

On Friday 18 March, Geraldton Grammar School participated in the twelfth annual National Day of 
Action against Bullying and Violence. The national theme for this year was ‘Kindness Culture: It Starts 
with You.’
 
On the day, primary students and staff came to school dressed in brightly coloured clothes to 
represent the happiness that kindness brings. In their classes students wrote anti bullying messages 
on strips of paper which were then created into Kindness Chains. To develop their understanding 
of the damage unkind words can do, the children also completed a Wrinkled Heart task. This was a 
powerful way to recognise that unkind words, once spoken cannot be taken back.  A fun afternoon 
was then spent playing pro-social games with a focus on recognising others being kind.
  
Throughout the week, the primary INSPIRE student leadership team facilitated a kindness paper 
plane challenge each lunch time to further highlight the theme. Secondary students participated in a 
pastoral activity writing kindness messages to other students in their homegroup. 
 
Thank you to all staff and students for their contribution, participation, and support. A wonderful day 
was had by all.
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On Thursday 17 March the Kindy classes recognised The National Day Against Bullying And Violence 
- with this year’s theme being ‘Kindness Culture’.  As part of this, both Kindy classes took part in a fun 
and colourful ‘Kindness & Colour Day’. 

We started the day by completing a colourful obstacle course. Students then participated in various 
other activities including; fairy bread making, singing, dancing and exploring other colourful sensory 
experiences. To end our special day we read a story about kindness and spoke about how we can use 
our words to help our friends, teachers and families feel good inside.

Kindy Kindness & Colour Day
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Young Writers Collective  
In Term 1, eighteen Year 6 students participated 
in the Young Writers Collective, organised by The 
Literature Centre. Due to COVID-19 protocols, 
we had to have an online experience with the 
award-winning writer, Mark Greenwood.

Mark Greenwood has twice received the West 
Australian Premier’s Award, for his books, The 
Legend of Lasseter’s Reef, and, The Legend of 
Moondyne Joe. He loves writing stories that link 
to historical events, travelling and researching 
to find out what happened in the past.

We all completed three sessions over the course 
of the day, and Mr Greenwood told us lots of 
intriguing stories that had us all sitting on the 
edge of our chairs. He also educated us with lots 
of important writing tips and tricks to improve 
our own writing skills.

Everyone enjoyed the day and we all can’t wait 
for next term.

Tanissha Suppiah & Sarah Pilsneniks

School Recycling Shoe Drive  
During Week 8 Geraldton Grammar School participated in the Tread Lightly 
School Recycling Shoe Drive to collect unwanted sports shoes to be sent 
off to a processing plant in Australia for sorting and processing. Extracted 
materials are used to manufacture new gym mats, floors and playgrounds.
Thanks to everyone who donated their old runners and thongs to the 
School Recycling Shoe Drive. After sorting through all the donations and 
removing ineligible shoes we collected 199 shoes that will be sent off for 
recycling.    
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Sister School Fundraising Day  
This term, we held our annual fundraising day for Shree Janakalyan Primary School, a small school in 
the west of Nepal.

The free dress day helped to raise awareness about the needs of children less fortunate than us as 
well as raising money for them.

Thanks to everyone in our school community who made donations. Over $600 was raised and all of 
this money will be sent directly to the school in Nepal so that they can buy the things they need.

Outdoor Education   

On Thursday 24 March, the Year 11 Outdoor Education class 
travelled to Greenough for the annual canoeing day trip. 
Students were met by some strong easterly winds which led 
to interesting moments early in the paddle. As we turned 
the corner we got protection from the nearby hills. The rest 
of the paddle was a nice enjoyable cruise for the students. 
In the afternoon, we travelled back to our normal practice 
area; the Batavia Marina. Students were assessed on their 
capsizing, stroke technique and also tested in a skills course. 
All students completed a successful day and it was enjoyable 
to see them enjoy a swim and drink to finish the day at the 
Foreshore. Students have started practicing their snorkelling 
skills in case the Coral Bay camp gets the go ahead in Term 2.

Year 11 Canoeing
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Year 12 Alternative Camp

Unfortunately the Year 12 Outdoor Education Camp to Rottnest was cancelled due to the current 
no camps policy around COVID-19 restrictions. The Year 12 students assisted in planning two, day 
excursions that fit under the current guidelines. 

On Tuesday 5 April, students focused on their main practical component for the term, mountain 
bike riding. Students started at Southgate and rode around the point to Sunset Beach. Along 
the way students completed a small paddling task at the Batavia Marina, had a lovely swim 
at St George’s beach and completed mountain bike skills at the Spalding Park Pumps track. 

On Wednesday, students started the day with a stand up paddle board along the town 
foreshore before heading over to the Marina to board the Offshore Adventures boat. Students 
again hit the water for a snorkel off Beresford before venturing out for an informative tour on 
crayfish. Students finished the day with a game of beach cricket and a swim at the foreshore. 
The Year 12 students were fantastic over both days and I must congratulate them on a great start to 
the year. Well done.
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In recognition of Rose’s hard work and dedication 
in the gardens and grounds over the years, 
the new school ride-on lawnmower has been 
christened ‘Rose’ in her honour. To top it off Rose 
has been learning how to use the mower from 
our Groundsman Tim.

After this story was published on the school 
social media pages it quickly became the most 
liked post we have ever had. 
We all love you Rose! 

Staff News   
Rose Gray - A Rose for a Rose 

On Wednesday 6 April, a team of 17 Secondary girls 
left school at 12:30pm to compete in one game against 
Geraldton Senior College with Miss Gee, Mrs Bassett-
Scarfe and our umpire, Campbell Wood. 
The girls started with a warm up and then played four 
12 minute quarters. The girls started off very timid but 
became more fired up and put up lots of pressure in the 
3rd quarter to keep Geraldton Senior at just 1 goal for the 
quarter. It was a great game against a very experienced 
team. 
Nicole Chamberlain was announced player of the 
match after the game and awarded a pink football for 
her efforts. All girls showed great sportsmanship whilst 
representing the school.

 AFL Footy Carnival
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Student News   

Christi Bestry, Sophie Batten and Ella 
Batten all travelled to Sydney last 
week for the National Track and Field 
Championships.  This is the most elite 
level in Australia for track and field and 
used for athletes to qualify for the World 
Championships and Commonwealth 
Games.  Christi, Sophie and Ella were 
among 200 athletes who qualified to 
represent WA and were competing 
against the best in Australia.  It was an 
incredible experience to be amongst 
some amazing athletes and learn from 
the best.    

Australian Track & Field Championships

Christi ran a personal best in the U16 3000m as well as the 2km steeple chase.  Sophie also ran a 
personal best in the U20 400m hurdles and Ella jumped well in the U17 high jump.  All three girls were 
the only representatives from WA in their age group to compete in their events which marks them as 
the best in the State.
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Geraldton Amateur Swimming Club 

A number of Geraldton Grammar School students were  selected for the Geraldton Amateur Swimming 
Club Team for Country Pennants A-Grade in Carnarvon. 
Issac Hayes, together with Spencer Sojan took out the gold medal for a boys 10U freestyle relay as 
well as silver in the medley relay. 
Amelia Hayes won bronze in her individual 9U 50m backstroke. 
Amelia together with Jasmin Nicholson won bronze in both 10U freestyle relay and 10U medley relay.

On the recent Flotsam & Jetsam collection trip to the Abrolhos Islands, Geraldton Grammar School 
parent and local business owner Pia Boschetti and her team at Latitude Jewellers took over memorial 
plates for some special people who have gone too soon. One of which was our much loved Meagan 
Plummer.

GGS Community News   
Flotsam & Jetsam Memorial for Meagan Plummer 

Meagan’s memorial plate was based on one of her entries 
in the Latitude Jewellers Flotsam & Jetsam 2013 event, 
titled, “FLIPPER ETCHED MEMORIES”. It was inspired by 
an old diver’s flipper we found washed up on Pelsaert 
Island.  She etched out a beautiful sketch of Geraldton on 
it and we had Karl Monaghan Photography photograph 
it for the Flotsam & Jetsam book. 

For more information follow the Latitude blog:
https://www.latitudejewellers.com.au/blogs/news/
celebration-of-some-great-people
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