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Enjoy reading about another action packed few
weeks at our school.
Thank you to all the parents, staff, and students for
their contribution to our school. The sense of
community is obvious.

Neesha Flint
Principal

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Southern Yamatji Peoples who are the Traditional Owners
and First People of the land on which we stand. The Nhanhagardi, Wilunyu, Amangu. I would like to pay my
respect to the Elders past, present and future for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and
hopes of the Southern Yamatji Peoples.
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P&F Art Show
On Saturday 21 September over 150 guests gathered in the
Batavia Hall for the P & F Art Show. This was the major
fundraising event for the year and saw local artists exhibit their
work for sale. The evening also included a miniature canvas
exhibition, the world’s worst artist portraits, interactive
community artwork, live painting by Phil Doncon and music
from Little Miss, all while enjoying the lounge area, bar and
wonderful grazing table.

We would like to acknowledge and
thank our business sponsors:

Special thanks to the students
who volunteered their time to
help on the night: Christi Bestry,
Asher Milnes, Oscar Lin, Cullyn
Kentish, Amber Bestry, Cindy
Verbe, Lily George – Kennedy,
Demi Bestry & Julia Olenius.
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Randolph Stow Young
Writers Awards
Julian Randolph Stow was born on November 28, 1935, son of a country lawyer, Cedric Stow, and Mary, nee Sewell. Both
sides of Stow's family were fifth-generation Australians.
His creativity was with him from a very young age. Growing up in Geraldton, Stow was inspired by his surroundings, which
included the sights and sounds of the countryside and the ocean, as well as the history of the area.
Stow is recognised as a key contributor to Australia’s literary culture. His descriptions of landscape and the way he uses this
landscape as a means to explore the purpose of human existence are essential components of his success as a writer.
Generations of readers have identified with descriptions contained in his fifth novel, The Merry-Go-Round in the Sea, set in
1940s Geraldton.
Many writers have been inspired and influenced by his poetry and prose. One way Geraldton Regional Library recognises
Stow’s contribution to Literature is through an annual writing award for students in the Mid West.
This year the Library received 595 entries from twenty schools across the Mid West region and winners were announced at
a special ceremony held at Sun City Christian Centre on Thursday 29 August. Forty-seven awards were presented across ten
categories of poetry and prose.
The following awards were presented to Geraldton Grammar School students:
Lower primary poetry
1st Xavier Shiosaki
2nd Pieter Frick
Highly commended Esta Penberthy
Lower secondary poetry
Highly commended Shanaya Gronow
Lower secondary prose
Highly commended Ella Batten
2nd Essie Harris
Middle secondary poetry
1st Raine Wheatley
Middle secondary prose
3rd Tallis Kentish
Congratulations to all the winners as well as the teachers, parents and guardians who gave positive encouragement and
support to these students. We are very proud.
A copy of The Randolph Stow Young Writers’ Award booklet containing all the winning entries can be viewed in the
Geraldton Grammar School library or purchased at the Geraldton Regional Library.
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Rotary Four-Way Test
Year 10 Speaking Contest
Geraldton Grammar School students were invited again this year to represent the
Geraldton Rotary Club in this year’s Rotary Four-Way Test speaking contest. The
Rotary Four-Way Test speaking contest provides a forum for students to gain
confidence, improve their communication skills and is centred around the Rotary
Four-Way Test that emphasises life values.
Specifically, of the things we think, say or do:
1 Is it the TRUTH?
2 Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3 Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4 WILL IT BE beneficial to all concerned?
All 57 students in year 10 submitted a speech on a subject of their choice, as long
as it included these values, as part of the English assessment schedule. From
there, eight students volunteered to compete for a place to represent the Rotary
Club of Geraldton. Natasha Taylor presented the best speech in the school heats
on the day and she agreed to represent the school at Rotary on Thursday 12
September.
Only one other school entered the competition this year which made the event
both intimate and challenging. Page Littlefair from Nagle Catholic College came
first on the night with Natasha close behind her. Natasha attended with her
mother and sister in support and spoke on the topic of body image. She presented
very naturally; confidently using good diction and eye contact. The judges
commented that it was a difficult decision as “there was not much between them”.
Natasha received a certificate and a gift voucher from the sponsoring Rotary
Club.
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Instrumental Music
Program (IMP)
JAM Day 2019
Friday 6 September saw our annual IMP JAM Day being
held in the Batavia Hall. A total of 79 instrumental
students came together from years 5 to 12 for a full day
of music rehearsals, workshops, music literacy games
and a shared lunch to close off a very busy day.
The JAM Day serves two key purposes. Firstly, it allows
intensive rehearsal and polishing of repertoire in
preparation for the band’s public performances at the
Chapman Valley Show and end of the year ceremonies.
Secondly, it is a wonderful opportunity to integrate and
introduce our beginning instrumentalists to the band,
so that they can meet our other band students. All
students sit in their instrumental sections and deepen
their awareness of what it takes to contribute towards
playing in a large ensemble. The day was fast-paced, full
of learning opportunities, lots of fun and hard work and
a real celebration of the art of music.
This year’s JAM Day was an absolute hit with all of the
students and the smiles on their tired faces said it all.
One school parent commented that the only words
uttered at home were …”It was the best day ever”.

Chapman Valley Show
Saturday 7 September was the annual Chapman Valley Show and our School Concert Band was again invited to attend and
perform. Our performance, lasting almost 90 minutes, brought out the best in our young musicians. A large and appreciative
crowd totalling almost 200 spectators thoroughly enjoyed an array of band music that spanned many styles and eras.
Classical, pop, jazz, movie soundtracks and traditional Celtic music all featured in our eclectic mix of performance repertoire.
A number of students kept the audience informed throughout the performance with their talented compering skills and this
helped to keep the show moving along.
As always, our students were beautifully behaved, impeccably dressed and excellent musical ambassadors for our school
community and reputation.
The performance was a huge success and all of the band members are to be congratulated.

6

Secondary
Leadership Day

The student leaders in
years 7-11 were treated
with a trip aboard the TAFE
Masterclass boat. The trip
involved a tour of the
Abrolhos Islands, where
students experienced some
of the beautiful coral reefs
and marine wildlife.

Batavia Games
The annual Batavia Games were held in week 7.
Students in years 5-11 were treated to a range of
novelty games, planned and coordinated by our year
12 students. A fantastic afternoon was had by all.
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Year 1/2 Farm Excursion

On 12 September a group of year 1/2 students travelled to the Hewson
family farm in Eradu. The Western Australian Geography Curriculum
requires that students explore the features of familiar landscapes within
our local area discussing ways to care for natural and constructed
landscapes. At Mia’s farm, students visited dry river beds, machinery
sheds and sheep paddocks. Students learnt about the significance of
farming as a local industry and the production processes involved. Thank
you very much to Colt and Mandy Hewson for welcoming us to their farm
and spending the day introducing our students to farm life!

Pre Primary Walking
Beach Excursion

On 12 September the Pre Primary students walked from Geraldton
Grammar School to Midalia Beach. The students discussed some of the
familiar places around Geraldton. They looked at Google Maps to find
our school and to identify some of these familiar places. On the walk to
Midalia Beach, they stopped to see some of these places, and they had to
remember how to follow the map to get to the location. Once they
arrived at the beach, they had lunch and then looked at the playground.
They drew their own map of the playground and identified how to care
for it.
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Aboriginal Perspectives
on Water
On Friday 20 September, year 7 students were lucky
enough to have Chontarle Bellottie from Bush
Heritage Australia, come in and present an
interactive presentation on how important water is
to the Indigenous people of the past and present.
Students were able to learn about some of the ways
the Indigenous people are connected to water
through totems and of course, through their
responsibility to protect our water sources. The
students went away with some great ideas about
how to source water in the bush and create ways of
storing water for travelling. Thank you to Chontarle
for taking the time to come and share her expertise
and passion with us!

Morris Gleitzman

Morris Gleitzman is one of Australia’s
most successful and experienced
children’s authors. On Monday 2
September students from years 3 - 6
attended an interactive and fun session
with a mix of humour and emotion.
Morris shared the secrets of his writing
and left the students informed and
inspired, as well as equipped with tools
for their own adventures in literacy and
creativity.
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Kindy Father's Day
Breakfast

The Junior Kindy and 4 Year Old Kindy children hosted a breakfast on Thursday
September 5 to celebrate Father’s Day. Many Kindy dads and grandads braved
the chilly weather and were treated to hot tea and coffee and delicious bacon
and egg sandwiches.

10

Kindy Incursions
Fire Engine Visit
On Thursday 22 August the Junior Kindy and 4 Year
Old Kindy classes were visited at school by a fire
engine. Students were given the opportunity to explore
the fire equipment and learn all about being a
firefighter. The highlights for the students included
spraying the fire hose and trying on the firefighter’s
jacket. Both classes enjoyed spending time with the
firefighters and spent the remainder of the day talking
about the exciting visit.

Police Visit
On Tuesday 3 September the Junior Kindy and 4 Year Old
Kindy children were visited by 2 officers from the Geraldton
Police Station. Officers Chris and Charlie told the children
about their police work and answered questions about
‘catching baddies’. The Kindy children were also able to try
on police uniforms and sit in the police vehicle.
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STEPIN Day

On Wednesday 18 September years 7 & 8 went to Geraldton Camp School for
the second Hub STEPIN Day. The purpose of the day was to incorporate the
future-ready skills of creativity, collaboration, critical thinking and
communication, through a variety of activities that challenged the students
physically and mentally. The students also experienced yoga relaxation as a way
to help them to manage their stress and improve their mental wellbeing. It was
a great day and thank you to the students for their positive attitude,
cooperation and willingness to try new activities and the staff for their support.
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Nepal Fundraiser
Fundraising Day for Shree Janakalyan Primary School
Geraldton Grammar School supports a
small primary school in Nepal. All money
raised goes directly to Shree Janakalyan
Primary School to help with educational
resources and infrastructure. Together,
from Kindy to year 12, we raised $950.
This year’s fundraising day was held this
term, with students and staff dressing in
the colours or uniform of their favourite
sport, team or athlete. There was a strong
showing of footy teams, particularly in
blue and yellow, with a bit of friendly
rivalry.
Thanks to the students who volunteered
to organise and run the day: Tahnee
Gronow, Mary Steer, Ella Burgess, Elena
Davidson, Anna-Rose Frater, Ethan
Rankin, Nicole Chamberlain, Abbie Hagan,
Sarah Price-Walkley, Lily Scrimgeour,
Hamish Sojan, Emily Canny, Jake Godenzie
and Indah Rankin; they did a fantastic job.
A huge thanks to our whole school
community for your generosity in support
of Shree Janakalyan. Their students, staff
and parents greatly appreciate it.
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Secondary Athletics
Carnival

The Champion House and
Spirit Award winner:
GREENOUGH

Photos by Carolina Mees

Photos by Tessa Grima
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Secondary Netball
Thursday 19 September, Butler College travelled from Perth to play against various schools within the Mid West. They
played against Geraldton Grammar School’s senior team and District High School Country Week team. The students had to
endure quite windy conditions, however, played in a positive and competitive nature.
The senior team consisted of Demi Bestry, Bree Rennison, Nicole Sloper, Erin Haultain, Indi Smith, Madisyn Jefferies,
Melanie Treasure and Arizona Galbraith. The senior team defeated Butler 18 - 14.

The District High School Country Week team consisted of Maddy Nelson, Poppy Lockley, Sydney Williams, Sophie McQuie,
Zahra Gallarza, Olivia Hurst, Tess Tonkin-Sloan, Sophie Batten and Scarlett Singleton. They were defeated by Butler 13 – 9.
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Student News
Christi Bestry & Nicole Chamberlain - SSA National Cross Country Championships
Christi and Nicole were ecstatic when they raced hard and qualified for the WA
State Cross Country Team in May. State representation is an honour and
represents a significant stepping stone in the ultimate achievement of national
selection.
After 5 solid months of training, the girls were ready to mix it with the best cross
country runners in Australia. The atmosphere at the event was exciting with all
competitors, officials, cameramen and drone operators, coaches and spectators
feeling the vibe at the Kembla Joggers Club in Wollongong.
Between 6-10 runners were represented in each race by each state and territory.
Christi and Nicole ran extremely well in the 12yrs Girls 3000m. The first 2 WA girls
across the line came in 14th and 15th, Christi came in next at 19th in 11:23mins
(av 3.47mins/km) and Nicole came in 29th in 11:43mins. They were extremely
happy with their first-time results. The winning time from NSW averaged
3:28mins/km!
The 4-day event concluded with a 5 x 1500m Relay where the girl’s team finished
just outside a medal position by the smallest of margins, coming in 4th!
The whole experience was made even more memorable with a great sightseeing
trip around Sydney.

I am so grateful for this awesome experience,
thank you for everyone’s support.
Christi
Christi and I came 19th and 29th overall and
3rd and 5th in WA. We both made the relay
team and almost got a medal, coming 4th by
1 metre. Our 12 and under team did well and
we were so close to getting a medal coming 4
by only 2 points. WA as a whole, won 4
overall prizes; the most improved teams, the
most improved relays, the most improved
and the handy cap winner - the winner
compared to their size. All in all, it was an
amazing experience and I made so many new
friends.
Nicole
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School History
The Grammar School Arch
Do you know the history of our school arch?
Our annual yearbook, aptly named The Archway, is modelled on the school's logo, the Batavia
Arch, which is featured on uniforms, in the school song, all the school's stationery and
marketing documents and as the centre point of the school flag.

In 1995, Mrs Gina Hogue, foundation Art Teacher designed the arch logo based on the
suggestion of Mr Ian Blayney MLA, former foundation school parent and currently
Member for Geraldton.
The Batavia Portico symbolizes differently shaped pieces that support each other. A
quote in 2006 by former Chair of the Board, Sheila Flanagan in 2006 as the fundraising
for the Batavia Hall was ending "An arch is built from differently shaped pieces supporting each other by mutual pressure
and thus able to support a greater weight. So do the students, teachers, parents and
Board of Geraldton Grammar join together to form a mutually supportive and invincible
structure. The arch, therefore, represents the balance in education that the school wishes
to achieve".

Incidentally, one of Geraldton Grammar School's
founding supporters, Max Cramer, is credited with
discovering the Batavia wreck. At the time of the
school's inception, he was keen to see the symbol used
as an entry statement to the School. Hence, the Batavia
Portico was completed in 2007 and now stands as a
magnificent entrance to the Batavia Hall.
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