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Enjoy reading about another action-packed few
weeks at our school.
Thank you to all the parents, staff, and students
for their contribution to our school. The sense
of community is obvious.

Neesha Flint
Principal

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Southern Yamatji Peoples who are the Traditional
Owners and First People of the land on which we stand. The Nhanhagardi, Wilunyu, Amangu. I
would like to pay my respect to the Elders past, present and future for they hold the memories,
the traditions, the culture and hopes of the Southern Yamatji Peoples.
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25th Anniversary Celebrations
Assembly
The assembly to mark the School’s 25 years on Wednesday 8
September was a wonderful occasion and was filmed. The highlights
were having Tim Carrier, the craftsman who built our Arch attend and
be honoured for his work. It was great to have the students play a role
in asking him questions and it was important to capture the history
of the build.

We also unveiled the two aboriginal paintings
that the School had commissioned for the
Batavia Hall foyer by Leslie Lee. His son added
to the moment by playing the didgeridoo prior
to the paintings being unveiled. The paintings
are called “THE LAND” and “THE WATER”
as that is what this school is all about. Leslie
spoke about the paintings and the symbolism
he used in the paintings, particularly the circle
in the middle of the land painting representing
our school.

Students and staff were provided with their 25th anniversary badges, the School sang Happy
Birthday to Geraldton Grammar School and had cake together as a House under the House marques.
Afterwards, afternoon tea was enjoyed by our special guests who came to share the day with us.
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Fete

The School held a fete this year as part of the 25th celebrations and was organised in conjunction
with our P&F members who always do a great job of supporting the School.
The whole school community got involved by donating to the class gift hampers, baking cakes,
donating drinks and contributing to other activities. The P&F spent an evening assembling the
hampers and getting them organised for the fete. On the day, the P&F could hardly keep up with
the sale of raffle tickets and the ladies worked tirelessly on the day. We are blessed to have such an
amazing P&F who always give generously in time and donations to the School.
The staff at the School put in a huge effort organising their stalls and activities. The music on the day
included both concert bands, the Jazz band and the Rock band and was enjoyed by the public. The
small business stalls booked by people from the wider community were well received and they all did
well on the day, they added a nice touch to the fete.
Despite many other community events on the day, we had an impressive turn out and managed to
raise close to $9000 towards a new school bus.
We hope you enjoyed the food, face painting, books, plants, jewellery, second hand goods, cakes,
honey, second hand uniforms, dance and martial art shows, bouncy castle, ponies, and much much
more but the hampers really stole the show and capped off an amazing Geraldton Grammar School
community day.
Thank you to all parents, staff, community members and especially the students for helping make it
such a wonderful day.
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NAIDOC Week
Geraldton Grammar School celebrated NAIDOC week in week 7 of Term 3. The Year 12 student
leadership group were responsible for planning and organising a variety of activities and experiences
that increased awareness of the beliefs, values and culture of our local Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community.
As part of NAIDOC week secondary students created a human Aboriginal flag. The concept behind
this activity was to display “a unified approach, towards the importance of embracing Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage” in line with this year’s NAIDOC theme of Heal Country.
Students also experienced a traditional smoking ceremony and were provided with an insight into
making traditional damper. The Year 9 Food Technology students created biscuits using native
Australian ingredients - lemon myrtle and wattleseed.
We would like to thank Kathleen and Derek Councillor who were instrumental in providing our school
community with some of these experiences.

5

Randolph Stow Young Writers Awards
This year the Geraldton Library received 540 entries from schools across the Midwest region and once
again they thanked all the students who took the time to prepare and submit their entries, and thanked
the teachers for their ongoing support for the Awards but more importantly the encouragement that
is given to the students to enter the writing competition.
The Geraldton Grammar School Randolph Stow Young Writers Award winners are:
Jana Al-Biaty
Lower Primary Prose - Second Prize
Lorena Sansone
Lower Secondary Prose - Third Prize
Lower Secondary Poetry - Highly Commended
Banjo McBeath
Middle Secondary Prose - Highly Commended
Poppy Lockley
Upper Secondary Prose - Third Prize
Lily George-Kennedy
Upper Secondary Prose - Highly Commended
Connie Greeve
Upper Secondary Prose - Highly Commended
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Book Week
The Book Week parade is an annual highlight in the calendar
of events at Geraldton Grammar School. This year saw many
amazing costumes as students enjoyed a day of celebrating
their love of reading and books. Since 1945 the Children’s
Book Council of Australia has celebrated Book Week every
year to recognise Australian authors and illustrators. This year
the theme for Book Week was Old Worlds, New Worlds and
Other Worlds.
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Year 6 Camp - Perth

Due to travel restrictions, the Year 6 cohort had the opportunity to travel to Perth this year instead of
Canberra. The camp was a great success with plenty of educational and fun experiences provided.
Students visited the new WA Museum, Perth Observatory, Perth Mint, West Coast Eagles Facilities,
Herdsman Lake, Kings Park, Electoral Education Centre, HBF Stadium and Cicerellos for dinner. The
camp finished with a round of Junior Paintball, which was a highlight of everybody’s camp. A big
thank you to all those involved, in particular, the parent volunteer helpers Mrs Halford, Mr Gerada
and Mr Nolan.
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Year 4 Camp - Geraldton
On Monday 16 August the Year 4s eagerly met at the Geraldton Camp School to begin their awesome
local history/arts camp.
We were all very excited as we settled into our dorms and prepared for one of the many team problemsolving challenges we were to participate in throughout the week. The problem solving tasks helped
us to develop our teamwork skills, as we soon realised, if we didn’t work together we couldn’t complete
the tasks. Some team challenge highlights were the treasure hunt, which helped us to navigate our
way around the camp school, untie the knot and the great team card challenge, which all required
immense perseverance. We came up with some amazing strategies and had heaps of fun!

Each day we ventured out to visit local historical sites to learn about the European exploration and
settlement of Geraldton in the early 1900s. One day we travelled north to visit the historical Lynton
Settlement. We found Governor Sanford’s house and the convict-hiring depot very interesting. The
next day we headed south to Greenough to visit the Pioneer Museum, the Hundred-Year Cemetery
and the Greenough Historical Settlement. We also took part in a simulated gold rush which we found
very challenging as some of us found lots of gold, while others found very little or none. We are so
lucky to live in an area with such a rich and fascinating history.

After each long busy day of working hard we
completed our social emotional reflections and then
it was time to play. Some of the evening activity
highlights were small group STEAM challenges, mini
golf under lights and a popcorn movie night watching
Skippy the Bush Kangaroo. We loved Skippy!
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Camp also helped us to step outside our comfort zones and take risks by participating in new and
challenging things. Sand Boarding and Archery were brand new experiences for many of us and were
great fun.

We finished our fantastic camp by planning and creating Museum Story Boxes about the history
of Geraldton between 1829 and 1900. This involved planning and creating a box and props to tell
the story, writing a script and practising how to tell the story in an interesting and informative way.
Our boxes turned out amazingly and we greatly enjoyed sharing them with the Year 3s on return to
the classroom. Our teachers were so impressed with our teaching skills and how much the Year 3s
learned from us.
Camp was a great experience for us all and although we were sad it was finished, we were also very
happy to go home to our parents. We learnt lots and had a super time.
Thank you to all the teachers that came along to help and support us.
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Kindy Father’s Day BBQ

On Thursday 7 September the Junior Kindy and 4 Year Old Kindy classes hosted a Father’s Day
Dinner to help celebrate their special Dads and Grandfathers. The students and their family members
spent the evening enjoying a delicious barbecue together. It was a wonderful evening and the Kindy
students cherished sharing some special time with their loved ones.

11

Service
Nepal School Fundraising Day
This term, we held our annual fundraising day for
Shree Janakalyan Primary School, a small school in
the west of Nepal.
This year’s free dress day theme was crazy, creative
hats. It was a fun way to raise awareness about the
needs of children less fortunate than us and to raise
money for them.
Thanks to everyone in our school community who
made donations – all of this money will be sent
directly to the school in Nepal so that they can buy
the things they need.

World’s Greatest Shave
On Wednesday 15 September the Geraldton Grammar School World’s Greatest Shave Team took to
the stage to brave the shave! Combined they raised over $7000 for Leukaemia Foundation. Thanks to
Ms Luk and Michelle from Cut Loose for styling the new hairdos!
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Sport
Secondary Athletics Carnival

Champion House Murchison
Runner Up
Champion Girl

Champion Girl

Runner Up Champion Champion Boy
Boy

Year 7

Billie-Lea Morrison &
Olivia Teakle

Indah Rankin

Zak Johnson

Riley Fong

Year 8

Alexia Elliott

Ruby Lin

Max Winton

Jack Lane

Year 9

Ella Batten

Christi Bestry

Ryan Jermyn

Rowan Jermyn

Year 10

Emily Ramasamy

Olivia Hurst

Luke Cowcher

Campbell Wood

Year 11

Abby Green

Sophie Batten

Alen Chiu

Jimmy Hyde

Year 12

Poppy Lockley

Darcie Newman

Jannie Pieterse

Mitchell Thompson
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Primary Interschool Cross Country
On Friday 10 September our
primary cross country team
went to Spalding Park to
complete in the Interschool
Cross Country. With a number
of podium finishes from Seth
Leech, Bede Halford and
Evie Fong the team won first
place claiming the Greenough
Division Shield. Well done to all
the runners.

Primary Interschool Athletics Carnival
On Friday 17 September local Geraldton schools took along their best athletes to perform at the
Interschool Athletics Carnival. Our Geraldton Grammar School team finished in first place taking
home the Outright Shield. Congratulations to all the competitors.
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Batavia Games
The Batavia Games is an annual event organised and lead by Year 12 students. The inaugural Batavia
Games were held on Monday 17 September 2007. This date is significant as it was 382 years from
when the survivors from the Batavia shipwreck were rescued from the Abrolhos Islands.
The Batavia Games are several novelty events that encourage teamwork, participation, and foster
House spirit. Thank you to our Year 12 students for organising this event.

Cricket Clinics
On Tuesday 31 August, the new Midwest
Cricket Manager Jay O’Brien and assistant
coach Jess, held three specialized cricket
sessions for our secondary students.
The clinics were very well catered for our
beginner to more advanced students,
engaging them in lots of fun and competitive
drills and activities. Jay and Jess were very
professional and knowledgeable in cricket
and we look forward to encouraging our
students to participate in their WACA
promotions, cricket clinics and cricket
carnivals in the near future.
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Geraldton Grammar School Hockey
During Terms 2 & 3, 60 students from PP-Y6 competed on Saturday mornings against local schools
in the Geraldton Hockey Association Sub Junior competition.
Team GGS2 in the Goldstix 9 competition were the eventual winners of their division, something that
hasn’t been done since 2006. Well done!

GGS1 finished 6th out of 11 teams.
Goldstix 11 finished 3rd out of 9 teams just missing out
on 1st place by 2 points.

Congratulations and well done students!
Thank you to the parents that coached and assisted
our teams to achieve their personal bests!
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Goldstix 6 played a round-robin competition
with many of the players competing for
the first time. Each match the team played
better and better winning the majority of
the matches they played. They all can’t wait
until next hockey season!

PP-Y2 Geography Excursions

Our P-2 classes enjoyed an end of term Geography field trip. The Pre Primary and Year 1 students
started the morning at Spalding Park with a walk along the river, a ride on the Batavia Coast Miniature
Railway and a climb up a hill to view local features, drawing pictorial maps and identifying natural,
managed and constructed elements in the environment. The Year 2 students started off their day with
a visit to Western Mulga to find out about traditional Indigenous methods of looking after the land.
All the students met up at Spalding Park where we were joined by the Western Mulga Indigenous
Rangers who talked to us about their connection to the land and how didgeridoos and clapping
sticks are made. A big thank you to the parents who assisted on the excursion, the staff at Western
Mulga and the Batavia Coast Miniature Railway group.
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Clean Up Australia Day
Friday 10 September, the Irwin Year 6 students organised a clean up
around the school as one of their leadership projects. The official Clean
Up Australia Day is always on the first Sunday in March, however, waste
challenges can’t be solved in just one day, so we are encouraged to
organise a clean up any day of the year. The Year 6 leaders organised 4
separate areas to pick up rubbish around the school grounds, with each
House allocated a specific area. This event was also a great opportunity
for the students to walk with their buddies as part of our House buddies
initiative. A lot of rubbish was collected this year and we encourage
everyone to always be mindful of keeping Australia beautiful by doing
the right thing and putting your rubbish in a bin. The Year 6 Irwin leaders
want to say a big thank you for everyone’s contribution in helping to keep
our school beautiful. Every Australian has a responsibility to support the
beauty of our great country. By working together as a community we
can achieve wonderful things.

Sheila Flanagan Library
Celebrations
This term we celebrated the Australian Authors and Illustrators nominated by the Children’s Book
Council of Australia. We also started the first GGS Book Council and invited a number of secondary
students to join. Their task was to read the stories that were entered into the Book Week narrative
initiative, written by students in Years 3-6 and give them an individual rating and establish an overall
winner.
The
secondary
students
involved took this very seriously
and gave up their time before
school, at recess and lunch to
read over 130 stories. I would
like to thank the following
students for their consistency,
dedication and the overall
organisation of the group’s
system:
Lily
Scrimgeour,
Akeelah Poligadu and Gus
Chadbourne.
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Historical Mysteries
Historical mysteries transport readers to vastly
different times and places. Historical mysteries offer
a trip through time to more locations and eras than
other modes of travel ever could.

The Returned Book
On Wednesday 8 September the library was very
excited to have a visit from the Library’s first Librarian
and namesake. Sheila also brought with her a book
that was years overdue and an amazing story about
the book borrower and its return to go with it.
The book ‘Locky Leonard’ was borrowed by Liberty
Cramer who was a foundation student of the school
in 1996. She was one of four students in Year 1. Liberty
is also a Granddaughter of Max Cramer who was
one of the divers who discovered the wreck of the
Batavia and who campaigned for the new museum
in Geraldton to house the Batavia Arch.
Liberty is now the State President of the Greens in
WA and has been a candidate in several elections.
She recently discovered ‘Locky Leonard’ which had
somehow not been noticed in a few house moves
and she took the trouble to mail it back to Sheila. It is
now returned to the GGS library.
Sheila added that she would leave it up to me to
decide if a fine is necessary!

Chapman Valley Show
After a Covid-19 break in 2020 the Chapman Valley
Show was back on Saturday 4 September at the Nanson
Showground and Geraldton Grammar School was their to
support the community event. It was great to see so many
families, alumni and community stopping by the say hello
and enjoying our 25th Anniversary pinwheels.
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The Senior Concert Band ventured out to the show
to give a short performance to the community. Not
only was it great to hear the band perform but it
was fantastic to see so many smiling faces at the
end of the performance. You did yourself and the
school proud.
In the Exhibition Hall it was wonderful to see that
so many of our students had entered various
competitions run by the show. Here are some of
the entries:

Well done to all the students who
created work for the show and
congratulations to the prize winners.
A special congratulations to Ella
Batten for her 2nd overall placing
in the Junior Section for Highest
Aggregate Points. You have a great
eye for photography Ella!
It’s not just the students who have creative flair, check out
these award winning creations by Mrs Eliott-Lockhart and
Mrs Padman. Outstanding!
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Student News
Oscar Lin - State History Competition Winner
After his national win in 2018 when he was in Year 7, Oscar has
been named as the State Champion in The Australian History
Competition for 2021. Congratulations to Oscar and all the
other students who achieved placings in this competition.

Millie Patterson - Country to Canberra Winner
In July Millie entered the Country to Canberra Leadership
Competition where she had to create a response to the question:
COURAGE TO CHALLENGE: what is the role of rural women in
driving change in their communities?
The Leadership Competition received amazing entries from
inspiring students across regional, rural and remote Australia.
After an extremely competitive selection process, Millie has been
announced as one of the 2021 incredible young leaders.
Congratulations and to read her winning entry click on the link
below:
http://countrytocanberra.com.au/winner-2021-millie-patterson

Max Winton - Star Dreaming
Max has taken his acting debut in the
180-degree dome film Star Dreaming which
had its première at Cinefest OZ in August
and is now showing in The Maritime Museum
in Fremantle and will be at the Dome Under
Festival in Melbourne in October.
Star Dreaming is a feature documentary
following a pair of school children exploring
the night sky, space and time through the
world’s largest telescope and incorporating
Indigenous stories and culture.
To find out more click on the link below:
https://visit.museum.wa.gov.au/maritime/
under-dome-cinema-experience-presentsstar-dreaming
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Alumni News
Demi Bestry (2020) - WA Gold Award Ceremony
On Thursday 16 September Demi and her family travelled to Perth to attend The
Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award - WA Gold Award Ceremony. This was
a special occasion to mark the achievements of the 2020 & 2021 Gold Award
Holders.
Demi said in her statement “My journey with the Award from Bronze to Gold has
been an incredible experience beyond measure. My main highlights have been
volunteering at the St. Vincent de Paul Store, completing voyages on the STS
Leeuwin II, very challenging camps with Outward Bound in Walpole and being
a Youth Leader on Camp v Wild Scripture Union Camp in Kalbarri. The skills and
attributes I have attained from the Award will be lifelong!”
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